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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

In response to the Restriction Requirement mailed December 12, 2007, wherein the 
Examiner required restriction between Group 1, Claims 1-5, drawn to a surgical stapling 
apparatus and resilient band vacuum system, Group U, Claims 6-12, drawn to a surgical stapling 
apparatus and vacuum chamber system, and Group in, Claims 13-18, drawn to a surgical stapling 
apparatus and vacuum anvil, Applicants hereby elect, without traverse, Group n, Claims 6-12. 

Early and favorable consideration of the claims of the application are respectfully 
requested. Should the Examiner feel that a telephone or personal interview may facilitate 
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resolution of any remaining matters, he is respectfully requested to contact Applicant's attorney 
at the number indicated below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CARTER, DELUCA, FARRELL Christopher G. Trainor 

& SCHMIDT, LLP Reg. No. 39,5 1 7 

445 Broad Hollow Road - suite 225 Attorney for Applicant(s) 

Melville, New York 1 1747 
(631)501-5700 
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